
 

 

Meet Ooho, the Water Bottle You Can Eat 
 

Americans purchase an estimated 42.6 billion single-

serving  plastic water bottles each year. Almost eight out 

of ten end up in a landfill or incinerator. Hundreds of 

millions of plastic water bottles end up as litter on roads 

and beaches or in streams and other waterways. 

Taxpayers spend hundreds of millions of dollars in 

disposal and litter cleanup costs each year. CRI 

 

So you might be interested to learn that some Spain-

based design students have invented a water vessel that 

leaves no waste behind whatsoever — because you can 

eat it when you’ve finished drinking. Named ‘Ooho’, it’s 

actually more a sphere than a bottle, and it’s made of 

brown algae and calcium chloride. 

 

The ingredients are cooked to form a double gelatinous 

membrane that protects the water inside, keeping it 

hygienic and well-sealed. 

 

"Liquid forms drops because the liquid exhibits surface 

tension," designers Guillaume Couche, Pierre Paslier and 

Rodrigo Garcia Gonzalez explain. “Bounded completely, 

or almost completely, by free surfaces. Ooho replicates 

this behavior, encircling the water in an edible membrane 

of algae.” 

Spheres cost just 2 cents each and can be made in various 

sizes. None of the serious infrastructure involved in PET 

plastic manufacturing is necessary. In fact, the designers 

are pretty certain that it won’t be long before everyone 

will able to cook their own Oohos in their kitchen. 

 

The Ooho was a winner of the 2014 Lexus Design Award.  

 

Via Inhabitat, Concrete Playground and Daily Mail 
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Quarterly Master 

Recycler Potluck 
 

Monday July 21,  6-9 pm 

Glenwood Central Receiving  

BBQ on the patio! 

 

SHARE: Food or beverage  
 

BRING: Compostable products 
 

LEARN: Messages for the public 

about compostable dishware. 
 

ENTER: For chance to win a pre-

owned 3-bin event recycling set! 

 

Master Recyclers  who recently 

completed field training will 

receive certificates and pins! 
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Make It, Take It Campaign  
 

Public Interest Organizations 

Pressure Companies to Take 

Responsibility for Packaging  
 

The Make It, Take It Campaign – 

www.makeittakeit.net – is a 

collaborative effort to pressure 

consumer goods companies to take 

responsibility for packaging waste. 

Organizations working on waste 

and recycling, plastic pollution and 

resource conservation have come 

together to elevate the issue of 

packaging waste, publicly pressure 

consumer goods companies and 

educate and mobilize citizens for 

sustainable packaging policies. 
 

The campaign’s goals are to: 
 

Pressure companies to change 

packaging design while 

reducing packaging overall; 
 

Pressure companies to support 

extended producer 

responsibility policies 
 

Engage the American people 

broadly on packaging issues  
 

The campaign’s first target is the 

iconic Capri Sun juice pouch. Capri 

Sun pouches are a highly visible 

example of consumer packaging 

that can’t be readily reused, 

recycled or composted. An 

estimated 1.4 billion Capri Sun 

pouches are landfilled or littered 

each year in the United States.  

Why do we spend so much time 

thinking about, reading about and 

talking about plastic packaging? 
 

Attention has been paid recently to the plight of native 

Sherpa inhabitants of the Himalayas. The dangerous work 

conditions plus compensation unequal to the risk have led 

the Sherpa community to withdraw from participation in 

the 2014 climbing season. Accent of Mt. Everest cannot 

be accomplished without them. Some Sherpa have stated  

“the mountain has spoken” to them. Many believe the 

recent and numerous avalanche deaths of their peers is a 

sign that Sherpa should not be on the mountain this year. 
 

Another type of avalanche threatens Nepal and its  year- 

round inhabitants, that is the sheer volume of trash left 

by trekkers. Trekking companies 

balk at paying to pack out litter, 

via yak, even though they are 

responsible to do so. Revenue from 

tourism is not great enough to 

build western style recycling and 

waste management infrastructure 

in order to process discards of 

western adventures. The further 

complication of extremely high 

altitude guarantees this trash could remain for centuries. 
 

Scenes like the one pictured here, images of the Pacific 

Gyre and others are what come to my mind when I think 

about the issues of waste plastic. Even though I have local 

recycling options for many types of discards, the majority 

of global citizens do not. Nepalis will not be able to 

recycle out-from-under the new mountain we are creating 

in their home and neither will we. We must also stop 

bringing so much stuff into our homes and businesses that 

we say we do not want, and reuse and recycle the stuff 

that we do want. I want the juice drink but not the sippy 

pouch. I want the beef but not the Styrofoam tray. I want 

the organic baby spinach but not the flimsy plastic box. 
 

I have renewed my personal commitment to choose goods 

whose packaging is manageable by me. I can only be 

successful when I consume, or not, with this goal in mind. 

My life and health may not be in immediate danger if I 

lose sight of this goal but someone else’s will be. ~Kel 
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Trash dump in Khumbu. 

Photo: Daniel Byers. 

Why Capri Sun? http://

makeittakeit.net/get-the-

story/why-kraft/ 

Read the press release: 

http://makeittakeit.net/

press-release-make-

it-take-it-campaign-

launch-04302014/ 

What about Terracycle? 

http://makeittakeit.net/get

-involved/take-action/capri

-sun-terracycle-and-the-

numbers/ 

http://www.makeittakeit.net
http://www.cnn.com/2014/06/16/tech/shrimp-biodegradable-plastics-shrilk/
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Volunteer Opportunities 

 
Now-October Cuthbert Amphitheater  

Free admission to concerts when you sort compostables 

and recycling after. Contact Willy Breninghouse of Waste 

Free Oregon at willywray@yahoo.com or (541) 232-2834 

 

July Track Town USA Hayward Field 

July 5-6 USA Junior Outdoor Track & Field Championships  

July 22-27 IAAF World Junior Championships  

July 25-27 Eugene Marathon  

http://www.gotracktownusa.com/volunteers/ 

 

July 11-13 Springfield SummerFair 

Early commitments are greatly appreciated because this 

is the same weekend as the Oregon Country Fair. Set up 

recycling kiosks, monitor recycling kiosks and staff the 

SummerFair transfer station. Call Kim Lyddane at (541) 

736-4520  or email kiml@willamalane.org to volunteer.  

 

July 23-27 Lane County Fair  

Pairs of Master Recyclers are needed for each 4 hr shift. 

Go to: http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerBooth and click 

on the Lane County Fair tab or contact Kelly to volunteer. 

Master Recyclers will be promoting Zero Waste Back-to-

School tips with the help of community REUSE partners.  

 

NEW EVENT July 25-27 Blackberry Jam in Lowell 

Pairs of Volunteers are needed to staff a Master Recycler 

booth. This is the same weekend as Lane County Fair. 

Your support at this venue is greatly appreciated. Master 

Recycler Jozalyn Hamilton is coordinating this activity. 

Contact Jozalyn at 541-746-5686 and jozalyn@gmail.com 

or go to: http://tinyurl.com/JamwithMasterRecyclers  

 

August 15-17 W.O.E. Heritage Fair & Lumber Jack Show 

in Cottage Grove 

Pairs of Master Recyclers are needed for each 4 hour 

shift. Go to: http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerBooth 

and click on the Heritage Fair tab or contact Kelly to 

volunteer.  

We have So Many 

Newly Certified   

Master Recyclers! 

 

Spring 2012 

Cathy Rodda 

Khadija Mostafa 

Kristi Bokody 

Sarah Fields 

 

Fall 2012 

Katie Rancik 

Stephanie Scafa 

 

Fall 2013 

Helen Haberman 

Mary Zukin 

 

2014 Rachel Carson Academy 

17 Churchill High School Seniors  

 

Congratulations and thank you! 

Certificates of Completion will 

be presented at the potluck. 

 

Should your name be on this list? 

Please report your hours! 
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“If it can’t be reduced, 

reused, repaired, rebuilt, 

refurbished, refinished, 

resold, recycled or 

composted, then it should 

be restricted, redesigned 

or removed from 

production.” ~ Pete Seeger 
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http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerBooth
mailto:kelly.bell@co.lane.or.us?subject=Master%20Recycler%20Booth%20Volunteer
mailto:jozalyn@gmail.com
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Contact with the Public 
 

Many of the volunteer activities 

listed in this newsletter are related 

to event recycling. Anytime you 

provide recycling support in view of 

the public please report, along with 

other details,  an estimate of the 

number of folks you came in 

contact with or who could observe 

you doing your work. It is difficult 

to quantify the positive impact 

Master Recyclers have on our 

community but we like to try :) 
 

Master Recyclers bridge the gap 

between awareness and action by 

motivating people to reduce solid 

waste at home and in the workplace. 
 

Printed on Recycled Paper made with 100% post-

consumer waste. Let us know if you wish to 

receive this newsletter without the paper. 

Save the Date! 
The quarterly potluck will be Monday July 21, 6-9pm on 

the patio behind the Glenwood Master Recycler classroom.  

 

It’s a Barbeque! 

Let’s talk compostable dishware! 
 

Jack Hoeck of Rexius will speak about compsostable 

foodware and compostable packaging issues. Some of these 

materials will be on hand for us to examine and talk about. 

If you have materials that you think may be compostable 

but you’re not sure please bring them with you.  

 

Jack will be returning from a sister city visit to the Nepal. 

He will share impressions of waste management practices 

in that region, if time allows. To let us know that you are 

attending and what you will be bringing go to: http://

tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerQuarterlyPotluck  

Lane County Public Works  

Waste Management Division  

3100 E 17th Ave. Eugene, OR  97403 

The emailed version of this newsletter contains 

links to websites and email addresses. If you are 

reading the paper copy and would like information 

contained in a link or wish to receive the 

newsletter via email please call (541) 682-2059.  

 

Master Recycler Peterson & Karyn Kaplan  of 

Campus Zero Waste set out reusable dishes. 

http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerQuarterlyPotluck
http://tinyurl.com/MasterRecyclerQuarterlyPotluck

